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Towards the seventh or eighth century, Bhadravati was raised from its ruins
by a Bheel chieftain, who surrounded it with walls, and gave it the name of
Bhilsa. When, in the year 1230, the Emperor Altamsh took possession of it, it
was the seat of a Bajpoot prince of the Chohan clan. It was not, however,
finally wrested from the Hindoos until the year 1570, under Akbar; and iu
1806 the feeble Mahmoud yielded it up to the Mahrattas.

The ancient city now consists only of ruins. It is owing to the fanatic zeal
of Aurungzeb that no ancient monument is now to be found in it. In the
simple mosque which he caused to be built with the stones of pagan sanctuaries,
it is barely possible to discover some fragment of the ancient sculptures, though
the current story is that the foundations of the mosque cover innumerable idols
which the iconoclast Alumgheer had caused to be buried there.

The eight or ten thousand souls forming the present population occupy
beyond the old walls a large suburb of gloomy appearance, whose houses, built of
2)isd, are grouped without regularity along muddy lanes. A tolerably important
trade, however, is carried on there, sustained chiefly by the famous opium of
the district, and a tobacco celebrated throughout Rajasthan for its excellent
quality. The only curiosity in Bhilsa is a superb cannon of the time of Jehan-
ghir, which lies, I know not for what reason, on the ground of a small square in
the suburb. It is a splendid piece of bronze, nineteen feet and a half in length,
with a bore of ten inches. The bronze is carved over its entire surface with
raised ornaments of a remarkable design, and the trunnion-rests issue from heads
of monsters.

This gigantic cannon is the pride of the citizens of Bhilsa, and innocently
contributes to the hoaxing of the traveller. Of those who at rare intervals adopt
this route, whether officers or functionaries on circuit, there is not one who, as
soon as he arrives at the bungalow, does not hasten to inquire about the way to
visit the famous ruins which Cunningham has made known under the name of
the tdp& of Bhilsa. The first native he meets with offers to guide the impatient
tourist; and, after a quarter of an hour's walking among the lanes of the suburb,
they arrive at the square adorned by the cannon of Jehanghir; when the Indian,
exhibiting the piece with pride, exclaims, " This is the tope of Bhilsa." There-
upon the traveller generally gets angry; but lie is in the wrong. T6po in the
present dialect means cannon, while the monuments which the Europeans dill
topes are only known by the natives under the name of IrihtdS* The ttfpea, how-
ever, are situated some miles from Bhilsa, in the territory of Bhopal.

A little to the east of the town, as I have before noted, stands the imposing
mass of the Loharghur, a block of sandstone of great height, whose naked and
perpendicular sides and horizontal summit form an almost perfect cube, resem-
bling some Titan's monument The summit is reached by a narrow ascent in a
very dilapidated state, but nothing is to be seen there but the drinking-trough of
the wonderful horse of Yavanasva. As a compensation, however, we enjoyed a
magnificent panorama of the valley from this spot, which has the advantage of
enabling the archaeologist to form an idea of the respective positions of each
group of monuments he will have to visit,

The day after my arrival at Bhilsa, I received the Begum's firmans through
the medium of the English Agent at the Court of Bhopal, a$ well as the invita-

* BiM, Ktevally, a he&p, or pile, or emmeaoe.